richard espley replicas. These concerns speak directly to a culture-wide uncertainty about the acceptable imagery of war. By re-examining such issues across these two periods what arguably emerges is not only a more inclusive and fl exible attitude towards heritage reconstruction, but ultimately a sounder understanding of where the popular 'truth' of the First World War might lie.
The Authenticity of the Loos Trenches
Blackpool was one of many towns whose military authorities ordered the construction of extensive entrenchments in the fi rst years of the war. The digging provided new or inexperienced troops with rigorous exercise, and the fi nished product offered some training in the routines, and preservation, of life in this essentially new military landscape. However, Blackpool was in a peculiar position in its dual status as a major military centre and the principal resort town of the north of England. Already established as the headquarters of the Royal Army Medical Corps Reserve Training Centre, John K. Walton calculates that, by the winter of 1914, "well over 10,000 troops were accommodated in Blackpool". Any attempt to perpetuate its aura of gaiety and leisure ran the risk of being challenged as inappropriate in such conditions. As Walton observes, in "war, tourism is as vulnerable as truth, which is proverbially the fi rst casualty".
2 To survive as a resort, Blackpool needed some means of assuaging the guilt of those being entertained, and of those profi ting from it.
Given that the town's popularity had always relied upon its protean ability to provide a weary public with whatever it desired, it is not surprising that it soon discovered a means of satisfying both patriotic duty and the demand for leisure. The local newspaper reported in June of 1916 that "what is admitted to be undoubtedly the fi nest example of trench work to be seen anywhere in this country" had been "declared open to the general public".
3 Extending to over two miles in length, Blackpool certainly boasted a more complex and substantial system of trenches than was to be seen in most towns. The same newspaper had declared months previously that "high military offi cers [. . .] have
